Match the adjectives with the nouns:

Famous                            ceremonies

Wooden                            lands

Special                              pipe

Important                          houses

Peace                                 tradition

Poor                                   part

Native Americans

   Native Americans came from Asia. Over 20 000 years ago they traveled across the land between Siberia and Alaska.

    When English colonists came to the New World on board the “Mayflower” the Native Americans met them and were very friendly and helped them a lot.

   In those days people lived in small earth houses and grew their own food, Some Indians ate only grass, nuts and what fruit they could find. Other people were fishermen and lived in wooden houses. Most Native Americans were very peaceful. They wanted to live happily with nature and each other. They believed in many gods and thought that gods lived in trees, stones, water and fire. They believed their gods could bring success in hunting, farming and fishing. They often had special ceremonies with dances and music before they went hunting or fishing or when they began farming.
     Native Americans songs and poems are a very important part of their traditions as they help them to keep their history and culture alive.

    Another famous traditions was smoking of a peace pipe. When they smoked this pipe together with people they didn’t know it mean friendship and peace. Many years ago Native Americans tribes lived in all parts of the USA, and hunted and fished wherever they chose. Now most of them live in poor lands to the west of the Mississippi River. Many live on “reservations”.

Mark true or false

	
	true
	False

	American Indians came from Africa
	
	

	Native Americans ate grass, nuts and fruits.
	
	

	Indians were very aggressive and angry people.
	
	

	Native Americans believed that the gods lived in gold and diamonds
	
	

	To make gods kind they had special ceremonies
	
	

	Colonists brought from Europe traditions to smoke the peace pipe.
	
	


Answer the questions

1. Where did the Indians come from?

2. What did the Native Americans eat?

3. What did the Native Americans think about the gods?

4. What was the meaning of smoking the peace pipe?

5. Where do Native Americans live nowadays?

Divide separate words

Colonistsfriendlysuccesstraditiontribesmokinghuntingpeoplefiregodstonepeacefriendshippipeceremonies

aggressiveangrygrassnutfruitspecialdiamondwater.
The way of life: families in the United States of America.
         There have been many changes in the way of life of American families in the past 20 or 30 years. Many young people do not hurry to get married, and when they do get married, they don’t hurry to have children. Quite often a woman has her first child only when she is past thirty. Also, families don’t have so many children as was traditional before. Today most families have only one or two children. In a traditional family the husband worked and earned money, and the wife stayed at home with the children. This tradition is not changing. Many married women work, like their husbands. There are two reasons for this new tradition. One reason is those women also want to have careers, like men. The other reason is the necessity of earning a living: prices have risen, and as a result families cannot survive when only one member of the family works.
     The divorce rate is very high in the United States. About half of married couples end in divorce. The result of this high divorce rate is that many American children see their fathers (or mothers) only occasionally.

     Rather often divorced people get married again. So a new kind of family has appeared – a family in which the children have different fathers or mothers.

       In the past it was traditional for three generations – grandparents, parents and children – to live together, now many elderly people prefer living separately from their grown-up children. Both elderly and young people find it convenient, though, living separately, the older and the younger generation usually maintain a friendly contact with each other.

1. How many children does a typical American family usually have?

2. Why do many married women work? Give two reasons.

3. What is the effect of the high divorce rate in the USA?

4. What changes have taken place in the life of aged people?

Leisure and Activities
     Schools provide American students with much more than academic education. Students learn about the world through various school-related activities. More than 80 percent of all students participate in student activities, such as sport, student newspapers, drama clubs, debate teams, choral groups and bands

     What are the favorite sports of American young people? According to survey “the Mood of American Youth”, they prefer football, basketball, baseball, wrestling, tennis, soccer, boxing, hockey, track and golf.

       During their leisure time, students spend much time watching television. They also listened to music on the radio and tape players. The average American teenager listens to music on the radio about three hours every day. Without a doubt, rock-and-roll music is the favorite of teenagers in the United States.

      America’s young people are mostly hardworking. Many have after school jobs. One poll indicated that nine out of 10 teenagers polled said they either had a job or would like one. 

    Child labor laws set restrictions on the types of work that youth under 16 years old can do. Many youth work part-time on weekends or after school at fast-food restaurants, baby-sit for neighbors, hold delivery jobs or work in stores.

    Many youths are involved in community service organizations. Some are active in church and religious-group activities. Others belong to youth groups such as Girl Scouts or Boy Scouts. About three million girls aged six to 17 years old belong to Girl Scouts, for example.

They learn about citizenship, crafts, arts, camping and other outdoor activities.

    Thousands of young people volunteer to help take care of elderly, the handicapped and hospital patients.

